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Russian Diplomatic Missions to China in the Late Ming and Early Qing

This paper investigates Ivan Petlin’s diplomatic mission to China in 1618, which was the first Russian delegation to

visit China. Examining the historical background of the mission, the number of delegates, their itinerary and the length of

their journey. The article also evaluates the content and value of Petlin’s account of the mission and assess the repercus-

sions and impact of Petlin’s visit to China.
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