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The Division o the Imperial Examinationsand Provincial Adminigrations:
The Formation o the Provinces d Hubei and Hunan in Qing Dynagy

The divison of Huguang province in Qing Dynagty was closdly rdated to the change of provincid admini drative sygem at
thet time. There has been a longgtand ng academic debate over the criteria and timing of the divison o the Huguang. The
protracted process of dividing Huguang included the sparation of the dfices of “ Ldt” and“ Rignt” Povincd
Adminigrative GCommissoners and the repective changes o ther titles, cregtion of two provincid inperid examnation
adminigrations, and the ingitution of the new seatsof the Povincia Governor  (xurfu) . It was ot until the midde and late
Qianlong reign that the formetion o Hunan and Hubei provinces was corfirmed in Loca Gezetteers and the Centrd
Gvernment Higoricd Records. Thus, the exact timing of the formation of the two provinces of Hunan and Hubei canrot
smply befixed a a gecific point in time.
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