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An Analysis of the Political Significance of Huang Taiji’s Acquisition of ‘“The Imperial Seal” in 1635

ZHONG Han (College of History and Culture, Minzu Univ. of China; zhonghancq@sina.com)

Abstract: Many foreign scholars hold the opinion that Huang Taiji’s acquisition of the so-called
Lin Danhan imperial seal in 1635 symbolized the inheritance of the political legacy of the Mongolian
Yuan Empire. In fact, Hong Taiji’s manipulation and use of the imperial seal was mainly focused on the
need to deal with internal affairs and to begin the process of transforming the khanate government into
the centralized imperial system. Thus, Hong Taiji’s possession of the imperial seal did not contribute to
attracting the Mongol or Han allegiance to the Manchus.

Keywords: imperial seals, transmission of imperial seals, Chinggis Khan’s imperial seal, political

legitimacy
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