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Locating Shengjing in Qing Political Culture.
The Posting, Circulating and Reading of the Imperial Poem “Ode to Shengjing”

ZHANG Yichi (Institute of Qing History, Renmin University of China; yc_ zhang@ ruc. edu. cn)

In Emperor Qianlong’ s famous poem “Ode to Shengjing”, which was written during his first
imperial tour of the ancestral tombs at Shengjing in 1743 | the emperor associates “Shengjing” with three
features of the Qing imperial political culture: God’s blessing for the advantageous natural environment,
Manchu moral kindness from the pure local customs and etiquette, and the historical memory of the
inception of Qing state. Through the publication and circulation of the poem among officials and literati
through administrative and cultural channels, the Qianlong emperor succeeded in disseminating the
ideology beyond literary circles and thus had political implications as well. This micro case reveals that

the High Qing state’ s approaches and ability to influence elite consciousness.
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