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The Renewal of the Multi-National State Tradition and the Dilemma of Republican Politics:
Re-examining the Last Qing Emperor’s Imperial Edicts of Abdication

On February 12 1912  the Qing emperor issued a series of imperial edicts to arrange his abdication to confer the
transfer of sovereignty from the emperorship to the new republic and to grant Yuan Shikai the full power to organize a
provisional republican government. These imperial edicts demonstrated that Republic of China inherited the whole
territory of the Qing empire and they played a significant role in constructing a multi-national “Chinese nationality. ”
But these edicts and the following unification of the North and the South failed to build a solid foundation for republican
politics and even caused controversy over legitimacy in the early Republic period. Thus it can hardly be successful to

find a constitutionalism tradition in China like the one originated from the British “glorious revolution”.
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(3See Evelyn Sakakida Rawski The Last Emperors: A
Soctal History of Qing Imperial Institutions University of
1998. pp. 7—=S8. James L. Hevia
Cherishing Men from Afar: Qing Guest Ritual and the
Macartney Embassy of 1793. Durham NC: Duke
University Press 1995. pp. 31—56. Peter C. Perdue
China Marches West: the Qing Conquest of Central

California Press

Eurasia  Cambridge Mass: Harvard University Press
2005 pp. 1—4  pp. 335—336 p. 523. Laura
Hostetler  Qing Colonial Enterprise: Ethnography and
Cartography in  Early Modern China
London: University of Chicago Press 2001. Mark C.
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Identity in Late Imperial China Stanford
University Press 2001,
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