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Xinjiang Muslims Exiled to the Inner Provinces during the Qing Dynasty: Legal Application

and Juridical Integration in Frontier Regions

WANG Sujia (The Institute of Qing History, Renmin University of China; 1067734735@qq.com)

Abstract: The Qing Dynasty marked a crucial period for the consolidation of China as
a unified multi-ethnic nation, when it innovatively implemented the national legal system in
frontier regions. As one of the “five punishments” of the traditional legal system, “penal exile”
was applied throughout the northwest and southwest regions, which reflected the continuous
strengthening of national sovereignty. To diversify penal methods and intensify punishment for
serious offenders, the government integrated the experience of implementing penal exile in the
Inner provinces, Mongol and Miao territories. Based on the actual conditions in Xinjiang, exile
regulations were gradually implemented in the region to replace customary law. The application
of the regulations and the exile areas were discussed, and eventually a more complete judicial
process was formed, which supplemented the “two-way flow” exile system between the Inner
provinces and Xinjiang. Taking the exile of Muslims from Xinjiang to the Inner provinces as a
clue, this article combs through the process of the introduction of the exile regulations and the
judicial features to reveal the characteristics of the juridical construction of the unified multi-
ethnic state in the Qing Dynasty.

Keywords: The Qing Dynasty, penal exile, Xinjiang, juridical construction
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