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The Connection between Monthly Archives of the Eight Banners
and the Veritable Records of the Early Qing Dynasty

This paper discusses the essence and formation of the Monthly Archives of the Eight Banners and the
connection between the Monthly Archives and the Veritable Records of early emperors/Khans in the Qing
dynasty. Evidences show that the compilations of Monthly Archives by two Banners of the same major
colors were officially formed at least in the beginning of Hong Taiji’s reign. As a sample archive of 1631
reveals Monthly Archives recorded various events of the later Jin dynasty by focusing on the speeches and
actions of Grand Khans on daily basis. These archives were officially preserved in the Literate Institute
and were compiled together in different subjects by Manchu literati officials. Together with inter-state
documents these archives became original sources of the later Veritable Records and other official history
compilations. Although the Monthly Archives had long been considered missing these archives could be
closely related to the three early Veritable Records compiled in 1636 and Shunzhi reign.
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han i ilibuha eiten hacini sain doro be;

erdeni baqsi ejeme bitheleme gaiha; an i bithe ere

nu:

Oerdeni bagsi kicebe ginggu n
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ejesu siire be amcaci ojorako; ere bithe be mejige

fiikkjin araha bithe be adarame dasara seme

tabubume arahabi; afari miijilern
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inu

ambula

dasarako; ineku gisun babe da bi;

arahangge inu mangga;
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giirun de jekui alban jafaci giirun jobombi
seme; emu nirui juwan haha; duin ihan be siden
de tiicibubi sula bade iisin taribubi jeku ambula
bahabi kuu gidabi; tere kui jekube ejeme gaijara

salame bure juwan ninggun amban jakon baqsi be

afabuha;

asan da manju giran; ama altasi genggiyen
han de jeku jafaha amban bihe;
(Asan) o
(Altasi) ( )
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Minggan Beile Angkun Darhan
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lamun ninggun biya
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(8anggiyan morin

“nadan biya jiiwe sanggiyan (
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“jakon biya jiiwe fulgiyan

7 ( uyun biyai ice jiiwe de;
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jiiwe lamun i juwan biya
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. jorgon biya jiiwe fulgiyan
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( slire han i sunjaci

aniya; aniya biyai ice duin de
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‘sure han i ningguci sahaliyan
bonio aniya; aniya biya ejehe dangse; dahaha
monggo beise i hengkileme jihe; gaiha buhe

fudehe; sarilaha bithe;

“juwe fulgiyan ejehe ilan biya
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