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A Study of Hometown Guild Halls in Shanxi in Qing Dynasty

ZHANG Xia (School of History and Culture, Shanxi University; xiaranwan@163.com)

Abstract: Existing research on the concept of “fellow townspeople” and “guest places” cannot
fully cover the existing types of guild halls. Taking seventeen hometown guild halls in Shanxi Province
as examples, this paper can provide new materials for discussing the concept and types of guild halls.
Originating in the Qing Dynasty, the hometown guild hall can be regarded as a social organization with
commercial and sacrificial functions created in the hometown with local merchants as the main body.
This institution has rich connotations and types and formed its own unique development process in the
interaction with the other guild halls. The Yuanqu Tongshan merchant guild hall had distinct native,
commercial, sacrificial, autonomous features, and the one hundred-forty year history of its rise and
fall provides the basis for the investigation of hometown guild hall characteristics in various stages of
development. Thus, the hometown guild hall represented an important type of guild hall, which has
large exploration space and high academic value.

Keywords: Qing Dynasty, hometown guild, concept, type, Shanxi
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